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hey, 

I've asked your excellent contacts a few questions about their comments. Possible to send them to them? 

Lauren Sucher <lauren@ewg.org> 

06/27/06 06: 10 PM 

To <F.Reid@gs.org> 

cc 
Subject Re : wat I've found so far on the Nat Geo toxic people art 

Hey Robin, 

These are the notes my 3 Catjfornia research colleagues compiled. They didn't repeat the info on PfCs) 

1 :  PBDEs 

ROBIN ASKS - How about "They cause developmental problem!; in 
lab animals that indicate potential risks to humans during gestation and 

early life." OK? 

ROBNI ASKS - So we should add the PBDE category to the kitchenldining room? 
Kitchen/Diningroom: May be in electrical appliances like coffet'makers, 
blenders, microwaves, toasters, mixers and others. 

2. Phthalate sources: 

--+e5 1 

--ROBIN ASKS - So Phthalates are still used in making baby chew toys soft? Thought they were banned in 1998. 

~ f i \ y  f i i u  p k k l ~ j t  LfifificA I 

yt.5 ROBIN ASKS - so we can keep the baby bath picture books ( I  might just say baby bathtub toys ... OK?), 

3. Pesticides 

ROBIN ASKS - Yikes, the DDT is a big miss for us,  Is there a well-known (aka notorious) pesticide that's been banned we 

could mention? How are pesticides and insecticides different (my editors are going to ask ...) 

ROBIN ASKS - meaning we could add "home vegetable gardens"? 

4. PCBs/Dioxin: 

QDT oL ,,_J (,f  1 5  v,c>i A , ~ < L , < ,  kmbL+ - C L ~  1 d - l  R I ? ~ ~ , , , - ~ )  

ROBIN ASKS - In the case of Yushchenko's poisoned by dioxin, are we correct in saying that hi5 facial disfigurement was an 

effect of a large dose of dioxin (c-)? V C L .  i3J Ckjo,U,CMY I5 +K 6 ShcdlsrcqhrpIqCIh4 
, I  

ROBIN ASKS - Just to be sure, fatty meats, fish and dairy products are sources for both dioxins and PCBs in the kitchgn and 

dining room? Can I add something unique for both categories? 

5. Bishphenol 4 
ROBIN ASKS - I've taken out the cancer reference in the test. lVow how's this? "Researchers have found that such estrogen 

mimics might cau 

6. Metals: 

e problems in reproduction, as well a5 cause a wide range of other health problems." 

41 r 
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thanks loads and loads ... l ' l t  ring tomorrow to go over the PFCs because I can't quite read it as  well as  I'd like to! 

Best, Robin 

***  

Sorry so long, but better more info than less, I'm sure. Hope this is of help. 
Best, 
Lauren 

lauren e. sucher 
director of public affairs 
environmental working group 
1436 u st., nw ste. 100 
Washington, dc 20009 
p 202/939-9141 

On 6/27/06 12:24 PM, "RReid@ngs.org" <RReid@ngs.org> wrote: 

> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
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> 
> 
> 
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> 
> 
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> 
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Thanks.. . 

Lauren Sucher <lauren@ewg.org> 06/27/06 12:24 PM 
TO 

i RReid@ngs.org > 

Subject 
Re: wat I've found so far on the Nat Geo toxic people art 

cc 

Hi Robin 
LS 

- am sending it now. Call me to decipher! 

_I 

lauren e. sucher 
director of public affairs 
environmental working group 
1436 u st., nw ste. 100 
Washington, dc 20009 
P 2021939-9141 
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Tue, Jun 27, 2006 1230 PM 

Subject: wat I've found so far on the Nat Geo toxic people art 
Date: Monday, June 26, 2006 6:16 PM 

From: RReid@ngs.org 
To: <Iauren@ewg.org>, <alliumrec@aol.com> 

Hi Lauren and Brian, 

Thanks again to you both for reviewing our "toxic art." On short notice, it's very 
kind. 

Here are the discrepancies I'm finding in tPle captions and lists. Any comments? I am 
not wise in the ways of science. But I do k.now how to find people who are... 

1. PBDEs (NOT PDSEs -. as we have in the headline now!) 
Text - I have not found research that says PBDEs cause developmental problems in 
fetal animals, just in those born. Is there evidence from.fetaIs? Also, my fewe 
sources say the PBDEs cause thyroid and neurobehavyoral problems in infant lab 
animals, not the sarnen to me as developrnental defects. Your thoughts? 

How to avoid - OK to include fabrics or shcluld it just be plastics? fc- -too? 

List of places they're found: 
bedroom - List OK? 

living room - Are they in lamp sockets - or should we say electrical wall outlets? 
outdoors - Currently we have nothing with PBDEs outside, but an art director has 
asked me to find something that one might find outside that's plugged in so we can 
justify having that extension cord there! There was a TV there, and I don't think 
most folks have TVs on their picnic tables! Any suggestions? I thought of adding a 
boom box. or a blender. 

.I q- unhi 'ma+, 

L 

L p a y  have on baby boys. Hum, which is correct? Can't have a mixed message! 

2. Phthalates 
Text - I've read that the Consumer Produc: safety Corn. ordered manufacturers not 

to use pthalates in baby chew toys in '98. if so, we probably.shouIdn't include this 
anymore. Anything else I could insert to replace this if I take it out? Maybe pet chew 
toys? And a study mentioned in the main storycasts doubt on the effects phthalates 

How to avoid - I 've read that Estee Lauder and P&G have agreed to take them out 
of nail polish only. Are other cosmetics companies banning them altogether? 

List of places they're found: 
bedroom - main story says it's bisphenol-A that's found in shower curtains, not 
phthalates; correct? If so, I'll add a bisphenol A button here too. AND I'd like to drop 
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the plastic baby book reference and add deodorants, Is that a better example? 
living room - Should we say "vinyl wallpaper" instead of wallpaper? I'm inclined to 

drop the plastic raincoats, as it's just kind of obscure. 
kitchen/dining room - Instead of "disposable bottles," how about "plastic containers 
and bottles"? 

outdoors - Ah, we say the outdoor extension cord has phthalates in it, while the 
wires and cables used inside (in the living room drawing) have PBDEs. Wouldn't an 
electrical cord be made of the same stuff whether it's in or outdoor? or do the cords 
have PBDEs and phthatlates in them? 

an j==-t 

3. Pesticides p -  t h z l u & ? &  hQflb~U'dL4 (+ W y 9 ! 2  I ,nS467Cd ,e+) 
Text - Are we mixing herbicides in this with pesticides? Wasn't DT a herbicide? Is 

atrazine a herbicide? ~ W V - r l q U l b i  

How to avoid - haven't read reference to vacumming a tot,..make sense? 

List of places they're found : N@ 
bedroom/bathroom - Is including antimicrobial soap a little extreme? I can't think of 
anyone I know who has it in their bathroom. We're all plain old bar soap folks! Or 

would you find this soap in a kitchen more likely? +e CUVW-N~AU 'V-VICIOSG~ i~ in 
outdoors - Do you spray pesticides on your lawn? I don't ... I spray them on roses acwi"p 
and vegetables. Maybe this is another case of confusing herbicides and pesticides. imbb' 9 *y5 they are chemically different, correct? 

, I '  

4. PFOs (should be PFCs which stands for what?) 
Text - I've done very little on this category, so no questions so far. 

How to avoid - This is depressing; no way to be avoided really? 

List of places they're found: 
Living room - The PFOs/PFCs are found in the bag or the microwave popcorn itself? 
We're going to show the stuff in a bowl, under t he assumption that the stuff has 
leaced into the popcorn from the bag. Correct? 

5. PCBs 
Text - I 've read that some of the effects of PCBs are showing up mainly in animals, 
and these effects include changes in the immune system, rashes, liver damage and 
impaired reproduction, NOT what we have written here. What are the possible 
effects on humans so far (are there any? if not, we'll need to keep it specific to 

animals.) OK to convey that it takes years for some of them to break down? 

How to avoid - they've been banned since 1977, correct? 

List of places where they're found: 
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kitchen/dining room - Our story says the chance of getting PCBs from drinking water 
from a faucet are minimal. But I've read that PCBs are in fluorescent lighting fixtures 
and kitchen appliances made more than 30 years ago. Can also get them from 
sportfish, meat and dairy (more precise than "food" as we have." Correct? 

1 
6. Dioxins 
Text - Yushchenko was indeed poisoned by chloracne, which is a type of dioxin? 

How to avoid - seems a bit obvious; are there other less obvious ways one can be 
exposed to it that could be addressed here? 

List of places they're found: 
Kitchen/dining room and outdoors - Both say food. The only reference to food I've 

seen was in the case of the allegedly poisoned cream soup that poor Yushchenko 
ate. Are there foods that naturally contain dioxins (meaning dioxins not added by 
evildoers!) if so, I'd like to be more specific: here. 

7 .  Bisphenol-A 
Text - I've read that bisphenol A gets into liquids in hard plastic bottles when they're 
heated, NOT when the bottles are degrading. Which is correct? 

List of where they' 
bed room/ bath roo 
living room and kitchen/dning room - OK as listed?y bottle, not used (to avoid 

implying that only )b 

wer cu rta i n s? 

8. Metals 
Text - no questions so far. 

How to avoid - Should we specim which fish (if this is correct!) 

List of places they're found: 
Outdoors - Since we show a picnic table, not a deck, am I correct in changing this to 
read "treated wood picnic tables (arsenic)"? 

I think that's it from my cursory research. I am very eager to see what you see; 
there's a LOT packed into this spread! 

I n  advance. many thanks for your time anld advice. We truly appreciate it! 

Cheers, Robin 
202-857-7152 
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