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hey,

I've asked your excellent contacts a few questions about their comments. Possible to send them to them?

Lauren Sucher <lauren@ewg.org> Te <EReid@ngs.org>

o«
06/27/06 06:10 PM Subject Re: wat I've found so far on the Nat Geo texic people art
Hey Robin,

These are the notes my 3 Catifornia research colleagues compiled. They didn't repeat the info on PFCs)
1: PBDEs

ROBIN ASKS - How about "They cause deveiopmental problems in

lab animals that indicate potential risks to humans during gestation and

early life." OK? “—\Laejsi

ROBNI ASKS - So we should add the PBDE category to the kitchen/dining room?

Kitchen/Diningroom: May be in electrical appliances like coffeemakers,
blenders, microwaves, toasters, mixers and others. --.\7 ;
s,

2. Phthalate sources:

~ROBIN ASKS - So Phthalates are still used in making baby chew toys soft? Thought they were banned in 1998.
ity o pk“\ﬂfo.'}t Woeh Lmnm,&.
ROBIN ASKS - so we can keep the baby bath picture books (I might just say baby bathtub toys...OK?).___,g?e ;
2

3. Pesticides

ROBIN ASKS - Yikes, the DDT is a big miss for us. Is there a well-known (aka notorious) pesticide that's been banned we
could mention? How are pesticides and insecticides different (my editors are going to ask...)

DDT S o T“:.S-r"‘ (‘én( <'|i rs h‘fﬂi Cain ’\Qfé)tcwf_l'\i-_ bt ‘?”’\'S f3""\4 r‘(.r‘tb’:‘«mq-)

ROBIN ASKS - meaning we could add "home vegetable gardens"?

- ¥

\,} 23!
4. PCBs/Dioxin:

ROBIN ASKS - In the case of Yushchenko's poisoned by dioxin, are we correct in saying that his facial disiiLgét\Jrement was an
effect of a large dose of dioxin (chloPche)? \ 3 ) e o

/QS . ;Su‘; QLJOQ}&CJI’\Q 14 "H\\. Ao e OP c{lg{':f}-w@jwz_h,;
ROBIN ASKS - Just to be sure, fatty meats, fish and dairy products are sources for both dioxins and PCBs in the kitchen and ’
dining room? Can Iadd something unique for both categories?

5. Bishpheno! A\

e

ROBIN ASKS - I've taken out the cancer reference in the test. Now how's this? "Researchers have found that such estrogen
mimics might cause ,some problems in reproduction, as well as cause a wide range of cther health problems.”

6. Metals:
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ROBIN ASKS - OK to say chromium and arsenic are in picnic tables made from pressure Wﬁ 0'1“ fenre h«L(L_I‘

_ . Samy “ofdon't becopusel .
treated wood? \{(_SI BV WA T w \ S A Llor arsenie €boi—
: ,G-y(mr\ i@ ToswWE +\’eoq;h-oL u.:ooc( co¥ain  chve ALV
thanks loads and loads...T'lt ring tomorrow to go over the PFCs because 1 can't guite read it as well as I'd like to! Aﬂ;)
Best, Robin
* &k *

Sorry s0 long, but better more info than less, I'm sure. Hope this is of help.
Best,
Lauren

lauren e. sucher

director of public affairs
envircnmentai working group
1436 u st., nw ste. 100
washington, dc 20009

p 202/939-5141

On 6/27/06 12:24 PM, "RReid@ngs.crg” <RReid@ngs.org> wrote:
Thanks...

Lauren Sucher <lauren@ewg.crg> 06/27/06 12:24 PM
To

<RReid@ngs.org>

ce

Subject

Re: wat I've found so far on the Nat Geo toxic peaple art

Hi Robin - am sending it now. Call me to decipher!
LS

lauren e, sucher

director of public affairs
environmental working group
1436 u st., nw ste. 100
washington, dc 20009

p 202/939-9141
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For Bolan Frd o lauren sucler (AVg) - cat) we to dleiphar!

OUR TOXIC HOMES

You can’t run home to escape chemicals that infiltrate cur bodies, Qur dwellings are
rife with thern—some clearly toxic, others only suspected of being harnful.

(D

BEDROOM [/ BATHROOM

Ppoes: Bedding, matiress, chaw cushions, oiliow, hai
dryer, carling oS, call phone
@ PESTRIDES: Andimicrabint auop, pet with flea eoliar

& meETALS: Did l2ad parn
W PHTHALATES: Shiver

naii polish, sk

periumie lotion, soap, har ypray, wedicings, vyl fioe:-
mq, mmhpaste, plastic hub;r bath pnr:lure hoolu;

LAING BOOM

They prevent fites ang  The chemical addisive  They're harming more  Comveaient bot mayhe
build 1zp in your bady for all seasons than just the bags carcimogenic
Potybromineted dipheryl % These chemicals have & & Soms, ke DOT, have « Uged in serateh-and

#ihers {PBDEs), used as hoge array of uses, from buen banimes, while othess, Sy TesisINt Goatings,

{lame retardents, are busld- making badey chew oys soft  sueh 95 alrfine are 1hey Eake years for the body

ing ug rapidly in ppopla’s b giving Jotions the right eestricted. Boi ika et of to efimingie. The 3M

bodisk. They rausa devel- cORERIBNCY. 0 b animals,  those st commonly in ose Cor poration rook perflug-

opmental probigms in fetat hay hawe caused atarmisg  for hilling ewerything fnoin raectane taifonste (PEOS),

ang infant lah animals. The prokierms in the sexual household roaches W susts:  the: main ingrediant of

most worrigome kinds have devefopment nf males, and crop Fungh is Jang, and Scmizhgard, off the markst

besn phased o, but the recent human studies wU g researchers howe ke atter it weas found to per-

formns still used in the U.S. gest that the same things £0rs: 10 A5thMa and newo- \msh tha piobai environ-

may atso b harmbul may be happening b baty logical, deweloprnental, and agid
[ wow 10 avom boys. upmUNoiogica) pectiewss. (PﬁlAjsﬁi uged i Tab-

£BDES 31 vbiquitous in W TO AVOID OV TO AV rics aad W mpkp nonstick

fabrics and appliances and A few cosmetis ompanies  Wesh preducewel orbuy  PAMS 800 -8 saspected

areunavoidable, howe made 2 point pfshun- rganic. n agrimultral e COPGinegen.

g tham, bat the sobrces eas, reduea buldop 22 heme  wow TD avol
o EXpOSUTE FEmain myriad. iy fregeant wnwnm; Foursd i 4w, waies, 0 \12.
iont o lwd.dﬂanumdﬂab}e —"Q \. \
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roces: Couch cushions, chair cushans, eleciromcs

V. ¢ ., PYE wires and galtles, lamp snclum
sironiz games, pet bed
& msPRENDL-A” Used pastic baby botke

a0 PHTHALATES; Extension conds, door frames. windmy
frames, wallpzpe:. pastc rancons

& resTicpes: Tragked indeors, trifling an window, on doi of

cat¥aa coliar

4 pROS: Farniure talsic, MICFOWSYe pepeorn bag

pedt

Lony basred, they
still xtick sesard

& Polychigringted biphemyls
1PUBs) were wonder sub-
stances. Ward ko set afiame,
they wers common eaolants
in ghactrical systems. Thei
durabifity hes o Gark side;
They don't break down in
1he exviromne, and ey
e up i anima! and
hamen fizsues. The efocts
inchide lver dameage, con-
T, and possile davelop-
mekid datecis

nOW TO AVOR

Nerwy baaned, thise remain
pervesive. Avoid eating lish
OF gane from sreas knwn
i0 be comamingted.

,f”““m_

DIOXINS

Industeial byproduct,
preside paison
@ Thess pillutants are sim-

Tlat 1o FCBS in their toxicity
anil persistence and rasulft
trom 2 wide range of indus-
trial achivities. Dicdn hnt the
news recently when it was
used 1o poisen Lkrainian
President Victor
Yushchenko belors his giec-
tion. Hia tace was disfigured
by chioracne, an effect of
farge dases. Cancer and
birth dakacts are among
other likely gitecis.

HOW T AVOI

Avoid Breas known 1o ba
contamingled.

24 P-’JJl

KITCHEN / DINING ROOM

w PHTHALATES: Plastic ¢

food wraps, dis

botues, vinyt flooriag
# pows: Faod

W PCRs: Food, pesticides, wetar from faucs
& e TaLs: Meroury-contaminated fish
& BSPHENOL-A: PIaStc ¢oMmiaingrs, la'ningn{ canned foods

= Mo Noastick plﬂl

vt " ppod
v 2t

202 939

BISFHEMNOL-A

Some hormonas o go
with that water?

& Polycarbonate piastics.
fownd in rigid plastic bottes,
arg made with bisphenal-A,
8 synihatic astrogen thet
may jeech o kquw over
Bt &5 the plastic .
"degrades. Researchars
trave fourd evidence that
such extogen mimics mey
increase certain cancans
ardl sause a wide range of
other potential health prob-
lams.

HOW TQ AVGIO

Avoid hard plastic hottles.
That may not &liminate all

N

METALS

Deadiy poisoas hiding
in plsia

@ Towic matals 312 somo of
1he mozt cammon industrial
patkons in the home. Old
paint tontams lead, fish like
INg contzin mercury, ang
your essre -raatad deck
can exposs your family to
arsenic. The offect on
young children is magt pro-
faund, ranging from subtla
devalapmemal delays io
dean.

HOW TO AVOID

Ramova o seal up o4 painl

and pressure troited lum-

bet. Pragnan waman and
fildren shauld be

risk if, 45 some h
suggests, background lavals
arg rionw high enough to be
harmful.

OUTDOORS

about eating cereain fish.

@ wmera s Treated wood deck {arsenic), power plant ginis-

sions [mercury)

& resmoipes: B Jewn and lowers

& pioxins: Food

W PHTHALATES: Water boltles, |awn furniture, garden hose,
vinyl toys, rood membrane with PYC, outdoor extension

cord with PYL
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Tue, Jun 27, 2006 12:30 PM

t

Subject: wat I've found so far on the Nat Geo toxic people art
Date: Monday, June 26, 2006 6:16 PM

From: RReid@ngs.org

To: <lauren@ewg.org>, <alliumrec@aol.com>

Hi Lauren and Brian,

Thanks again to you both for reviewing our "toxic art.™ On short notice, it's very
kind.

Here are the discrepancies I'm finding in the captions and lists. Any comments? I am
not wise in the ways of science. But I do know how to find people who are...

1. PBDEs (NOT PDBEs as we have in the headline now!)

Text - I have not found research that says PBDEs cause developmental problems in
fetal animals, just in those born. Is there evidence from.fetals? Also, my fewe
sources say the PBDEs cause thyroid and neurobehavioral problems in infant lab
animals, not the samen to me as developmental defects. Your thoughts?

How to avoid - OK to include fabrics or should it just be plastics? +foown 4po 7
_![ o unhl e
List of places they're found:
bedroom - List OK? L__\
living room - Are they in lamp sockets - or should we say electrical wall outlets?

outdoors - Currently we have nothing with PBDEs outside, but an art director has
asked me to find something that one might find outside that's plugged in so we can

. justify having that extension cord there! There was a TV there, and I don't think

most folks have TVs on their picnic tables! Any suggestions? I thought of adding a
boom box. or a blender.

2. Phthalates

Text - I've read that the Consumer Produc safety Com. ordered manufacturers not
to use pthalates in baby chew toys in "98. if so, we probably .shouldn't include this
anymore. Anything else I could insert to replace this if I take it out? Maybe pet chew

\ toys? And a study mentioned in the main storycasts doubt on the effects phthalates
d\/may have on baby boys. Hum, which is correct? Can't have a mixed message!

How to avoid - I've read that Estee Lauder and P&G have agreed to take them out
of nail polish only. Are other cosmetics companies banning them altogether?

List of places they're found:
bedroom - main story says it's bisphenol-A that's found in shower curtains, not
phthalates; correct? If so, I'll add a bisphenol A button here too. AND I'd like to drop
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the plastic baby book reference and add deodorants. Is that a better example?
living room - Should we say "vinyl wallpaper" instead of wallpaper? I'm inclined to
drop the plastic raincoats, as it's just kind of obscure.

kitchen/dining room - Instead of "disposable bottles," how about "plastic containers
and bottles"?

outdoors - Ah, we say the outdoor extension cord has phthalates in it, while the
wires and cables used inside (in the living room drawing) have PBDEs. Wouldn't an
electrical cord be made of the same stuff whether it's in or outdoor? or do the cords

have PBDEs and phthatlates in them?

EB?Q"’(
3. Pesticides PaafeAdQ. includens neAloicaddo (+ | \NSeChe
Text - Are we mixing herbicides in this with pesticides? Wasn't DT a herbicide? Is
atrazine a herbicide? ‘mesqwmg

How to avoid - haven't read reference to vacumming a lot...make sense?

List of places they're found: ' NO

bedroom/bathroom - Is including antimicrobial soap a little extreme? I can't think of
anyone I know who has it in their bathroom. We're all plain old bar soap folks! Or

would you find this soap in a kitchen more likely? ive antimicaval Mvidosaa! & 10 ol kg
outdoors - Do you spray pesticides on your lawn? I don't...I spray them on roses o€t
and vegetables. Maybe this is another case of confusing herbicides and pesticides. ‘”Q“‘“'@
they are chemically different, correct? Sk

4. PFOs (should be PFCs which stands for what?)
Text - I've done very little on this category, so no questions so far.

How to avoid - This is depressing; no way to be avoided really?

List of places they're found:

Living room - The PFOs/PFCs are found in the bag or the microwave popcorn itself?
We're going to show the stuff in a bowl, under the assumption that the stuff has
leaced into the popcorn from the bag. Correct?

5. PCBs

Text - I've read that some of the effects of PCBs are showing up mainly in animals,
and these effects include changes in the immune system, rashes, liver damage and
impaired reproduction, NOT what we have written here. What are the possible
effects on humans so far (are there any? if not, we'll need to keep it specific to
animals.) OK to convey that it takes years for some of them to break down?

How to avoid - they've been banned since 1977, correct?
List of places where they're found:
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kitchen/dining room - Our story says the chance of getting PCBs from drinking water
from a faucet are minimal. But I've read that PCBs are in fluorescent lighting fixtures
and kitchen appliances made more than 30 years ago. Can also get them from
sportfish, meat and dairy (more precise than "food" as we have." Correct?

6. Dioxins )
Text - Yushchenko was indeed poisoned by chloracne, which is a type of dioxinﬂ

How to avoid - seems a bit obvious; are there other less obvious ways one can be
exposed to it that could be addressed here?

List of places they're found:

Kitchen/dining room and outdoocrs - Both say food. The only reference to food I've
seen was in the case of the allegedly poisoned cream soup that poor Yushchenko
ate. Are there foods that naturally contain dioxins (meaning dioxins not added by
evildoers!) if so, I'd like to be more specific here.

7. Bisphenol-A
Text - T've read that bisphenol A gets into liquids in hard plastic bottles when they're
heated, NOT when the bottles are degrading. Which is correct?

List of where they're found; v R p IR

bedroom/bathroom = Id I add this category here for shower curtains?
living room and kitchen/dning room - OK as listed?y bottle, not used (to avoid
implying that only )b

8. Metals
Text - no questions so far.

How to avoid - Should we specify which fish (if this is correct!)
List of places they're found:
Outdoors - Since we show a picnic table, not a deck, am I correct in changing this to

read "treated wood picnic tables (arsenic)"?

I think that's it from my cursory research. I am very eager to see what you see;
there's a LOT packed into this spread!

In advance. many thanks for your time and advice. We truly appreciate it!

-Cheers, Robin
202-857-7152
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